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was described as the choice of none of the
Democrats individually, but of three-fourths of
them collectively. The majority of the com-
mittee on resolutions reported in favor of the
free coinage of silver, while a minority report
was made by the anti-silver men who withdrew
immediately thereafter, claiming that the ma-
jority report was a packed affair and demand-
ing another deal. There were many threats of
the nomination of an anti-silver candidate, but
nothing of the kind materialized. Weaver un-
doubtedly represented the majority in the dis-
trict. The chief strength of the anti-silver
forces was probably among the Democratic
office-holders.292

General Weaver had a tremendous fight on
his hands. The Republicans put forth especial
efforts to save their candidate and to defeat
Weaver, and in addition he could not count
upon the support of the anti-silver Democrats.
Senator Allison and Congressman Dolliver
were sent into the district; and leading Repub-
licans, like McKinley of Ohio and Reed of
Maine, were regarded as necessary to save the
day for the Republicans. Charges were also
made that considerable money was used to
secure Weaver's defeat. He devoted much of
his campaign to a discussion of the free coinage
of silver, which he maintained would remedy
the need for more money, and would not pro-